
May  2020 
Newsletter 

Welcome to our Spring Newsletter with features 
on the major changes we have had to make in 
the way we operate and also the dedication of 
our staff and volunteers 
as well as the amazing 
generosity of local 
p e o p l e a n d 
organisations.  On the 
one hand we have lost 
the services of many 
of our volunteers who 
because of their age 
h a v e h a d t o s e l f 
isolate.  Also,  our staff 
member Andy has had 
to leave us temporarily 
as he needs to go into 
“shielding” mode.  We 
miss you and send 
you our best wishes.

On the plus side our younger volunteers have 
given additional sessions and we have had more 
offers from potential volunteers than we can 
accommodate and train.  Also one of trustees 
and previous member of staff Janet, has taken 
on Andy’s work until he can return to us, so 
many thanks to you all .

          Andy

Simon, our manager has 
h a d t o m a k e m a j o r 
changes in the way we 
work because o f the 
Covid-19 pandemic.   First, 
all sessions are now held at 
A l l S a i n t s C h u r c h , 
Highertown as we could 
not arrange distancing at 

Truro Methodist Church. 
However, as churches are now 

closed, Rev Jeremy Putman generously offered us the 
use of the church as well as our usual accommodation 
in the church hall. This then enabled the staff team to 
work out a way of serving our customers that ensured 
our volunteers and customers observed the 
governments instructions about social distancing.   

Initially, the crisis has meant an 80% increase in the 
number of local people in short term need of food.  
However, as the various government help schemes 
have kicked in the pressure has eased a little, although 
in April we we served 59% more people than the 
same month last year. 
Because of “panic” buying of food, our donations of 
food were greatly reduced and although cash donations 
rose significantly the national supermarkets were 
unable to allow us to buy any food in bulk.  As I write 
food donations from the public are slightly above 
normal and the supermarkets are beginning to ease the 
restrictions on bulk purchasing.

It is always good to have a “Thank You”. 
Cards from  Stanley and Vikki who saved 
Easter pocket money to by all this food.

Truro Foodbank   	 Monday: 3pm to 5pm All Saints Church, Highertown.  

Opening times:  	 Tuesday 10 am to 12 noon, All Saints Church Highertown (ASH)

	 	 	 Thursday  10am to 12.30pm All Saints Church, Highertown

Roseland and Perranporth service available via phone or web site

Bob Girvan is presented with 
the Truro Community Award 
for “Caring for Others’



Jo Stone is our new Chair of Trustees.  Jo is 
married with three children and worked for 20 
years as a solicitor specialising in issues 
arising from relationship breakdown.  He now 
works at the courts in Truro and Bodmin 
where he frequently sees people in financial 
difficulty and the difference to them that 
organisations like the Foodbank can make.

Wendy Vincent our secretary and volunteer 
was appointed a trustee at the last meeting of 
the Board.  She has lived in Cornwall all her 
life , the last 40 years in Truro. She is married 
with four adult children and 2 grand children.  
Wendy retired from teaching in August 2018. 
She also volunteers at Trelissick and the 
Cornwall Childrens Clothes bank and is a 
governor at a local primary school. She has 
worshipped at Kea for the past 36 years.

Truro Foodbank, All Saints Church, Highertown, Tresawls Road, Truro TR1 3 LD.  T: 077 2171 1669 (office hours) 
e: trurofoodbank@gmail.com.  W: truro.foodbank.org.uk.                                         Registered charity:1176281 

 Twitter: @TruroFoodbank

We are so g ra te fu l fo r the 
partnership between The Trussell 
Trust, Tesco  and British Gas. 
Nationally, Tesco are supplying 
food over nine weeks to TT Food 
banks and delivery is being co-
ordinated by British Gas.  We are 
receiving on average 330 Kg each 
week.

Here, British Gas volunteer driver 
Chris is unloading and Bob Girvan 
smiling and ready to sort and date 
the food.

The food given consists of items on 
our foodbox list.


Our Website is updated weekly 
with food items  we need and with 
occasional news items.

We are so very grateful to the many 
donations from individuals, churches,  

and local businesses, which 
t o g e t h e r w i t h s o m e 
grants are helping to 
underpin our increased 
activity and costs.  In 
particular the “Donate” 
button on our Web site 
has been used by many 
individuals, including an 
encouraging number who 
have signed up as regular 

donors.  Thank you all for 
supporting local families in crisis !
 New arrangements using the Church 

for serving customers with lots of 
tape for distancing ! in the entrance !

@Truro.Foodbank.
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